Contradicting the often trite argument that we allow our data to shape our questions, having large datasets that researchers know exist-and which continue to be maintained-opens up the range of research questions and continues development of theory in international relations and comparative poUtics.
• The awareness has grown that datasets are crucial within the context of the entire research process, and integral in the continuing feedback relationship between theory and research.
Contradicting the often trite argument that we allow our data to shape our questions, having large datasets that researchers know exist-and which continue to be maintained-opens up the range of research questions and continues development of theory in international relations and comparative poUtics.
• Funding for data development has been at best sporadic. This has meant an inability to mount a concentrated and coordinated attack on fundamental problems facing the field.
ASSIST Ouarteriy
Cuirently existing datasets are largely the work of a few dedicated researchers scattered throughout the country, who have been dependent on the vicissitudes of changing national funding strategies. There is no guarantee that these data collections will be continued and certainly no clear opportunity for extending and further developing them in response to the evolving needs of the research community. Furthermore, while data collectors are generally aware of one another, there is no overarching mechanism to integrate and compare their results. This has led to unfcxtunate duplications of effort, differences in definitions, and differences in usage of sources.
• The data movement of ihe past several decades has enhanced the methodological expertise for the extraction of data from public sources, development of indicators for basic concepts, and quality control through reliability checks. This (Deutsch, 1953) and Political Community and the North Atlantic Area (Deutsch et ai, 1957) , and in a series of articles (most notably Deutsch, 1960 Deutsch, , 1961 (Taylor and Hudson, 1972; Taylor and Jodice, 1983 ).
• Banks and Textor (1963) Rummel, 1979 Gurr's (1974 Gurr's ( , 1978 Singer and Small, 1972; Small and Singer, 1982 Rummel's (1966:205) (Singer and Small, 1972; Small and Singer, 1983) . Subsequent data collections expanded COW's horizons-to such independent variables as population, iron and steel production, energy consumption, military expenditures, and military personnel, and, with several colleagues, to forms of intemational behavior, such as crises. Siverson and Tennefoss (1982, 1984) Overlapping but not identical with these efforts were several other projects. Robert Butterworth (1976 Butterworth ( , 1980 , Michael Brecher and Jonathan Wilkenfeld (1982) (Hermann, 1987) , November 1987 in Cambridge, Massachusetts (Alker, 1988) (Walker, 1971; CoUmann, 1973) Labor, 1976: 195-202 From there it was a short step to taking seriously the new emphasis on the international system qua system (Kaplan, 1957) and tabulating the attributes of that system as a whole and the events taking place within it.
Still a third and doubtless the most important starting point was a growing concern with international crises and war. (Rummel, 1964 (Rummel, , 1967 (Rummel, , 1972 Azar, 1970 Azar, , 1980a Azar, , 1980b Azar and Sloan, 1975; Azar and Havener, 1976; Azar and Lemer, 1981 Howell, 1983; McClelland, 1983; Vincent, 1983 (Leng and Singer, 1988 Alker and Sherman, 1982; Sherman, 1987a Sherman, , 1987b (Starr, 1987 GEDS software will permit partially automated, continuous updating after 1990 of the core event-data stream. In the discussion that follows, the term GEDS refers to the event-data stream generated by using Maryland's computer-assisted coding procedures on on-line news sources. Each of the projects described below produces a specialized dataset based on GEDS. (Bomschier and Heintz, 1979; Groenick, 1988; Miiller, 1988 (Russett, 1988) , and April 1988 in Tempe, Arizona (McGowan, 1988; Pollins, 1988)-to address three questions about data important for studying pohtical dimensions of international economic transactions.
• What is the current status of IPE data?
Of particular importance are their availability and quality, and differences among datasets generated by national 
